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Threats to Professional Autonomy 
 Cases on Trial Against Physicians 

– 1985 Council Members of Turkish Medical Association opposed to 
death penalty  

– 1999-2000  Members of Board of Honour of Turkish Medical 
Association opposed the forced feeding of hunger strikers  

– 1999-2000 Secretary General of Bursa Chamber of Medicine reported 
the deficiencies in health care after Marmara Earthquake  

– Documenting the ill-treatment  and torture of security forces  
– Triple protocol and health care to prisoners 
– Confidentiality of the medical records and protecting the patient 

privacy  
 2005 Change in Turkish Criminal Law : Notification Obligation of a patient 

who took part in a crime 
 2011 Government Decree Nr. 663 brought an obligation to report the 

patient information to the Ministry of Health, Constitutional Court 
cancelled, a new law is prepared 

 Social Insurance Organization has sold all the patient information to 
private companies 

 



Historical Background of Gezi Uprising 
• Environment and urban space targeted by capitalism 

– Urban parks tranformed to shopping centers 

• Neoliberal economic&social policies 
– Unemployment of young, university graduates 
– Insecure modes of employment 

• Roboski massacre December 2011  
• Radical change in education system 
• Prohibition of alcohol consumption 
• Manipulation and oppression of the daily life 

– Young people shouldn’t kiss each other in the streets 

• New pro-natalist policy 
– At least 3 children 
– Induced abortion should be banned! 
– Ceaserean section should be prohibited! 
– Young men and women shouldn’t live in the same home! 
– Early marriages encouraged 



Gezi Uprising 
 79 provinces out of 81 

 3 million people according to 
Ministry of Interior – 10 million 
people 

 Peaceful and legitimate demands 

Different social identities 

Different political backgrounds 

 Brutal and violent intervention of 
police 







Health Care  

1. The Ministry of Health (MOH) and Red Crescent failed to 
provide adequate medical care to the injured – as it does in 
earthquakes and other medical emergencies  

2. In the absence of adequate emergency services by the MOH, 
thousands of independent physicians and other medical 
personnel provided essential emergency care as individuals 
and through the organization of the TMA. 

3. MoH has required medical personnel to report the names of 
injured demonstrators, in clear breach of ethical 
requirements for medical confidentiality, and of medical 
personnel who have provided care to the injured 



Attacks to Health Care 

The police and other law enforcement officials 

1. Have deliberately attacked clearly identifiable medical personnel and 
medical facilities with tear gas, water cannon, and rubber bullets 

2. Have beaten and detained dozens of doctors and other medical 
personnel for providing emergency care to those injured by police 



TMA Witnessed, Documented, Shared 
Information 

Regularly collected information from physicians 
and medical chambers in provinces where 
events were taking place concerning  

• the number of wounded people  

• types of wounds  

• health status of demonstrators 

Shared this information with the public while 
urging authorities to avoid using extreme force 
in peaceful demonstrations. 



Health Status of Demonstrators 

July 2, 2013, the TMA  
• Collected medical information on more than 8,000 injuries due to 

tear gas, rubber bullets, water cannons, beatings, and live 
ammunition.  

• There were at least five civilian deaths caused by unnecessary 
and/or excessive use of force and other demonstration- related 
injuries.  

• In all, 61 protesters were severely injured, including 11 people who 
lost their eyes. 

July 10, 2013, the HRFT  
• Conducted approximately 200 medical evaluations of injured 

protesters in accordance with the Istanbul Protocol standards. 
• The physical and psychological evidence in each case was reported 

to be consistent with torture and/or ill treatment 



"Evaluation Report on Health Problems Faced 
by Persons Exposed to Chemical Riot Control 

Agents" 

Concerns about being "blacklisted" and or prosecuted 
 

 Web-based survey 
 11155 entries about exposure and injuries 



Health as a ‘Crime’ Issue! 

The Ankara Directorate of Security declared TMA and Ankara, 
Istanbul and Izmir Chambers of Medicine in its report as  

 "civil society organizations in opposition to the 
government"  

Charges brought against TMA and Ankara Chamber of 
Medicine in this report addressed to prosecutors include  

 "mobilizing public support to activist groups, exerting 
psychological pressure on the judiciary and Ankara 
Security Organization and  encouraging individual 
complaints to prosecutors for so called disproportionate 
use of force by the police. 

 



Delivering "Unlicensed 
Health Services"  

 Voluntary physicians and health staff 
detained 

The Ministry of Health asked for  

 The names of physicians engaged in 
volunteer health services   

 People applying to them after having 
been wounded 

Ministry of Interior asked for  

 The names of the 11 people who have 
lost their eyes claiming that they will 
carry out an investigation 

 



 
 

Emergency Medical Care!  
«until an ambulance arrives» 

 
 

Very recent legislation in order to prohibit first medical aid and 
emergency medical care 

 All practices and procedures related to the delivery of health 
services shall be under the scrutiny of the Ministry of Health.  

 With the exception of health services in emergency situations by 
authorized and competent persons until the arrival of formal 
health services,  

 Those who deliver or comission others to deliver health services 
without proper license shall be subject to imprisonment from 1-3 
years and administrative fine equivalent to that of 20 thousand 
days.   

 An administrative fine ≈ 985 thousand US Dollars!  

  



The Legitimization of the Crime and 
Punishment 

 “Enacting laws and policies criminalizing provision of medical care to people 
challenging State authorities, such as political protestors, will certainly deter 
healthcare workers from providing services due to fear of prosecution”  

 “Sanctioning such laws and policies will also discourage other segments of the 
population from seeking health services due to fear of being suspected in the 
involvement in protests,” 

    Anand Grover 

The UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Health 

 

 “In times of urgency, from earthquakes to floods to protests and 
demonstrations, the international standards for emergency medical care are 
based on the medical need of the wounded and sick rather than the presence 
of official medical transport.” 

    Otmar Kloiber 

Secretary General of World Medical Association 

  

 



Turkish Medical Association will 
continue to struggle for the values 
of the profession, which is a crucial 

element of right to health of the 
people... 


